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Synopsis

Capital and showcase of the Roman Empire and the center of Christian Europe, the city of Rome is
the largest archaeological site in the world. In the new Second Edition of her popular handbook,
Amanda Claridge again presents an indispensable guide to all significant monuments in Rome
dating from 800 BC to 600 AD, including such breathtaking structures as the Capitoline Hill, the
Roman Forum, the Colosseum, the Mausoleums of Augustus and Hadrian, the Circus Maximus,
and the Catacombs. Featuring over 220 high-quality maps, site plans, diagrams, and photographs,
the edition is divided into fourteen main areas, with star ratings to help you plan your visit in
advance. The book also features glossaries of architectural terms, information about opening times,
suggestions for further reading, and much more. The Second Edition has been extensively
revised--the author has added more than 20 new sites and illustrations, re-organized and expanded
the itineraries to suit the many changes that have taken place in the past decade, and fully updated

the practical information.Features:
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Customer Reviews

"We have long needed what no one before Claridge has provided: a synthesis, balanced and
user-friendly, of all [the] recent scholarship, one that sets Roman monuments in their proper urban
and historical contexts, and accurately describes what is currently known or thought about them. . . .
[T]ravellers . . .will welcome a synthesis so balanced, intelligent and well informed, and will find

Amanda Claridge a fine companion on their archaeological walks in Rome."--Times Literary



Supplement"Claridge’s book will appeal to a range of readers--from armchair archaelogists to

serious visitors and students of Rome’s archaeology.... Recommended."--CHOICE

Amanda Claridge is Professor of Roman Archaeology at Royal Holloway University of London.
Assistant Director of the British School at Rome from 1980 to 1994, her wider archaeological
activities have included fieldwork in Rome, elsewhere in ltaly, North Africa, and Turkey, and the

study of Romanmarbles and sculptural techniques, on which she is a noted authority.

A frustration I've had when visiting Rome - and especially the forums/fora and Palatine - is: what did
it look like two thousand years ago? The Roman Forum and Via Sacra are pretty much just paved
pathways with column pedestals on either side. Why bother? This book, more than most, really
explains what | am seeing - or not seeing. Building histories, floorplans, overlays showing different
construction in different eras in the same spot, drawings of what the buildings looked like, etc. The
book is dense and has good drawings. For a guidebook, it definitely is on the geeky end of the
spectrum for those that need to know how something works or what something looked like. Probably
best read as background material before a trip. It is pretty hefty and dense, so it is not something
you would want to carry with you while doing a walking tour, though | have done it and not regretted

it.

I've used this reference almost annually for my trips to Rome. Best suited to someone who wants to
go beyond the tourist basics, it has provided good, solid, and well organized information for
countless smaller sites throughout the city and its environs. It's a big book, but even though | own
the Kindle version, | generally prefer taking the hard copy along. Could benefit from more diagrams

and maps, but | realize it would make the book more unwieldy.

Perfect for the traveller with a deep appreciation of Rome’s rich ancient history who doesn’t want to
take along 4 different books. It separates the town by regions and makes it come alive. Wish I'd had

this book the first time | visited!

Absolutely the best guide to ancient Rome! | have bought many such guides, but this is by far the
best. Much detail and it is written in a very fluid style. | plan to read it again and take lots of notes

before my next trip to Rome.



Outstanding book...highly recommend for anyone interested in ancient Roman history!The definitive

Great product.

Left this book home before my recent trip to Rome, however had used it to plan my week’s stay in
the Eternal City. On my return | was able to re-read certain passages that provided me with a

positive re-enforcment of my experiences.

This book is a great travel reference.l used before a trip to check out sites.| copied pages for the
sites | was visiting along with sections from:Use with The Pilgrim’s Guide to Rome’s Principal
Churches: lllustrated Guided Tours of Fifty-one of the Most Important Churches of Rome.| then
printed off Google Maps images of site.| added travel info.Created a series of site packs.Never got
lost and knew exactly what | was seeing.
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